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foreword 

This  publication  was  prepared  under  contract 
■by  the  UNITED  STATES  JOINT  PUBLICATIONS  RE¬ 
SEARCH  SERVICE;,  a  federal  government  organi¬ 
zation  established  to  service  the  translation 
and  research  needs  of  the  various  government 
departments . 
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THE  CONTRAST  BETWEEN  TODAY  AND  YESTERDAY  - 
DESGjRIPTION  OF  LAO  KAY  MINING  AREA 

-  NORTH  VIETNAM  - 

[The  following  is  a  translation  of  an 
article  written  by  Do  Thanh  In  Lao 
PoriA  (Labor),  Hanoi,  No  786,  16  Au¬ 
gust  i960,  page  3*3 

In  Lao  Kay,  every  time  the  words  "Cam-duong  Mines** 
are  mentioned,  everyone  is  struck  with  horror.  The  past 
fills  our  meiTiories  with  dreadful  remembranoes  of  the  suf¬ 
ferings  of  faffillies  who  had  sons  and  relatives  working 
as  mining  laborers  under  the  French  and  Japanese  regimes, 
Gambling,  drinking,  women,  and  illnesses  destroyed  their 
lives,  A  few  men  among  these,  lucky  eno'ugh  to  be  still 
alive,  returned  home  looking  like  ghosts.  With  grayish- 
black  skins,  they  looked  worn-out,  and  were  feverish  be¬ 
cause  of  malaria. 

Thus  were  the  pictures  of  the  Cam-duong  Mines 
in  the  old  time;  today,  fortunately,  under  the  strong 
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wind  oi'  fer'is  August,  RfStJolutiioKj  sucl'i  siljus-tio'fls  o.£T©  QiS'» 
appeared  forsvar#  '* 

Rlglit  on  tbe  day  the  r@\ro2.ution  ended,,  at  the 
area  now  .kinown  b.b  the  **apatioe  siinin.^  area^  one  coo.a,d 
already  so©  workers,  trying  to  learn  about  the  natur©  of 
the  soli  in  the  forest.  Following  these  workers  other 
groups  oajss  to  construct  the  mine.  At  the  beginning,,  , 
there  wer©  a  fev?  workers  who  were  still  haunted  by  the 
ghosts  of  th.e  strange  land  and  water;  everything  was  in* 
adequate  and  lives  were  difficult.  Mow,  everything  Is 
changed.  Th©  sounds  of  the  sines,  of  boring  and  ss0op~ 
lag  maohlnsa  cover  the  raining  area  day  and  night, 

Simjoua  trains s  resembling  giant  snakes,  hug  the 
mount ai n- s  1  d© s .  At  Pom-han  .station,  standing  in  front 
of  the  station  and  looking  up,  ons  can  see  b.  chain  of 
two<"Story  houses  with  red  roofs  and  wa.lls  still  vet  with 
paint,  ras  eosnery  reminds  one  of  vacation  palaces  eAong 
the  e-oast  of  the  O'rimea  in  Soviet  Rtussia,  or  the  ^golden 
beaches*^  in  Bulgaria,  Farther  along,  the  ^•‘eolleotive^ 
living  o'ua,rters  occuj>led  by  th©  worlssrs  extend  like  doxss, 
building  a  stairway  to  the  sky. 

Men  and  v^omen  workers  in  the  construction  [force] 
building  the  Lao  Kay  minix^g  area  are  all  strong  and  heal¬ 
thy;  everyone  is  contributing  enthusiastically  in  making 


the  area  laors  beautiful  every  day. 

Prom  boiag  an  Isolated  area,  far  fi'OBs  markets 
and  with  a  sparse  population,  the  mines  h8.v©  become  a  city 
full  of  activities  and  fun.  Department  stores  have  been 
opened  to  serve  the  silnlng-eonstruotlon  force*  Sxipply 
departments  have  been  increased  and  well  organized*  The 
mine  owns  100  cows^  1,000  chickens,  ducks  and  pigs,  and 
well-kept  vegetable  gardens.  Cows  and  pigs,  when  first 
bought,  were  small  and  skinny;  today  after  receiving  a 
short  time  of  good  care,  they  have  gained  weight  and  are 
good  sized* 

This  construction  [unit]  is  the  best  unit  in  Lao 
Kay  in  improving  the  ll^'ea  of  workers;  it  is  self-suffi¬ 
cient  in  the  basic  foodstuffs.  Followings  are  exampless 
In  the  first  half  of  I960,  the  supply  department  has 
provided  workers  with  27,516  kilograms  of  pork,  5,788 
kilograms  of  beef  and  8,340  kilograms  of  bean  cakes,  in¬ 
cluding  soBse  10  tons  of  supplementary  food  such  as  cakes, 
dumplings,  delicacies,  etc,. 

Profits  from  cattle  raising  and  opening  of  can¬ 
teens  are  used  to  better  the  workers*  lives;  moreover, 
wages  are  also  paid  to  th©  15  workers  who  help  In  raising 
the  cattle.  Moreover,  prices  are  lower  here  than  that 
in  the  surrounding  cities.  There  are  also  nurseries 
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There  are  sala  and  female ‘  ^•olle.y  ball  and  bafket 
ball  teams  in  every  ’anit*.  Th©  volle3d>a2,l  teas*  in  the 
South  was  Toted  the  beat  team  in  the  city  at  the  Gfenier&l 
Confederation* a  rolleybalj.  contest. 

Construction  is  deweloping  every  day,  and  gvbtj 
day  the  liTSlihood  of  the  workers  Is  bocorsing  better,  , 
CotBhad©  TUj  s  wo2?k:er  who  had  the  experience  of  mining 
during  the  Japanerse  occupation,  d©cla.rsd  to  hie  friends 
just  'Defore  he  vent  on  vacations  **f>n  this  vacation, 
when  I  m  at  lioffie,.!  axist  let  relativos  s-Bd  friends 
know  that  the  Oam-duong  Mines  are  completely  chariged 
today,** 
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